1978 ASSC 2018

11th September 2023
Dear First Minister,

As an industry and a community, we wish to support and reiterate the position of the Association of
Scotland’s Self-Caterers on the imminent short-term let legislation.

Our position is well documented, as is the government’s insistence that a pause to the rollout on 1 October
will not be entertained.

This is our final pleq, to beg the Scottish government to do what is right and consider the views of not only
those working in the sector, but legal advisors, economists, tourism bodies and even those within your own

party.

We would ask that you consider the current circumstances, as they are now, and whether - with the
knowledge and impact assessments we have available to us today - the scheme would be progressed in its
current legislative form. Parliamentarians have already expressed to me that this is not what they voted
for, and had they the chance to vote again, they would rethink their decision.

There are solutions available, not least from the New Deal for Business Group, who should surely assess
the impact of this scheme before its launch.

We are open to meeting with them and with you individually or together, at any point. We want to get
around the table to discuss the solutions available to the Scottish government - solutions that would meet
your policy objectives, but also protect hard working people’s livelihoods in turn.

RESET, REFLECT, REVIEW

The introduction of the legislation needs to be paused to reset the balance of achieving the government’s
valid policy ambitions around health and safety and the genuine concerns of small self-catering, and
other associated tourism businesses, about their ability to operate under such a scheme. From B&Bs to
guest houses to cleaners to restaurants to taxi drivers - the far-reaching implications and sheer number
of businesses and people affected cannot be overstated.

We are, and always have been, pro-regulation.

In order to balance the needs of both sides of the debate, we believe that Scotland needs:

e Astatutory 'licensing' scheme akin to that proposed in Wales which would provide the mechanism to
address health and safety in tourism accommodation.

e We are pro-regulation and consider the health and safety of guests of upmost importance. A ‘licensing’
scheme, as per the one in Wales would achieve this without putting livelihoods at risk.

e Operators should be required to provide evidence of health and safety certification to operate. This
evidence should include certification proving the correct and adequate insurance, evidence of fire risk
assessments, gas safety certificates, proof of electrical safety, and other such assurances which the
government sees fit to include. This is regulation that professional operators already comply with as
per existing laws.



A scheme of this kind will achieve the Scottish government's policy ambitions, whilst taking away the
complexity, regional variations, red tape and enormous costs of its current scheme.

It will also enable the desired crack down on the far and few rogue operators or party flats. It would be a
strong signal to domestic and international visitors that tourism accommodation in Scotland is safe, meets

certain criteria and is of a high standard.

NEXT STEPS

We are afraid that time is of the essence. With three weeks to go, we truly hope that our pleas for a pause
are heard and that we can work collaboratively and constructively to tackle the challenges, unlock the
solutions to this crisis and get back to doing what we do best as small tourism operators: welcoming guests

to our wonderful country.

The fate of Scotland’s tourism industry and the communities that depend on it, rests in your hands.
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Jill Oviatt
Rudolph Judge
Scott Graham
Flemmming Morgan
Carole Mowatt
Steven Wylie
Katherine Buchan
lain Morrison
Angela Capaldi
Rona Fraser
David Milsted
Ben Zhu

Jeanette Allan
Irene Bews
Gautam Mahajan



Holly Widdowon
Lorraine Buchan
Kay Morgan

Kirsty Frost
Mohammed Shaban
Dan Brazier
Kathrine Gurney
lain Maclean
Elizabeth Scott
Laura Maclean
Brenda Collins
Kathryn Lorimer
Hamish Mitchell
Sheena Cook Kopman
James Knox
Suzanne Muir
Brunella Monteleone
Jonathan Haley
Dorothy Morrison
Stephen Mcdermott
Andy Mcnicoll
Tracey Wilkie.
Jacqueline Dennison
Julian Tony Craig
Joss Doherty
Lorraine Wilson
Jackie Sinclair
Janet Raymond
Hazel Mcgregor
John Mcgregor
Stuart Sandeman
Bruce Sheridan
Jacqueline Small
Wendy Howe
Olive Mcintosh
Kate Farquharson
Annabel Findlay
Carla Brothwood
Stuart Gilgannonq
James Morrison
Ross Maccallum
Penelope Andrews
Hugh Clyde
Stephen Mcainsh
Elaine Mcsherry
Colin Miller
Marianne Sutton
Lucy Friel

Eva Jones

Allan Shaw

Carol Steel

Jill Bowis

Megan Brown
Kathleen Ireland
Philip Gane

Jayne Henderson
Kimberly Waddell
Christopher Thomas
Nicky Mulholland
Tony Leatherbarrow
Patrick Brown

Inga Thomson
Andrew Warburton
Mohamed Bouchkal
Penny Lewis
Jonathan Macdonald
Graeme Thomson
John Taylor

Mark Howseman
Louise Irvine
Christine Boardman
Margaret Cunningham
Nathalia Schmidt
Fiona Mchaffie
Kathy Weiss

David Bilcliffe

Jeff Therber

Sean

Scott Paterson
Lorna Paterson
Jane Clark

Sharon Cobb
Thomas Croall

Anne Macpherson
Marie Clare

Ann Black

Sara Campbell
Katie Mcmorris

J G Lindsay Buchanan
Heather Walmsley
Deborah Rhodes
Yvonne Flett

Jon Morrison
Joseph Kellie
Melinda Mak

Scott Fairgrieve.
Douglas Clark

Laura Kinghorn
James Lowe

Manus Gregor

Sue Bagley

Teresa London Orkney
Robert Dalrymple
Veronica Brown



Sakina Kauser
Rekha Rungoo
Sheila M Averbuch
Gary Hoskins
Anne Seatter
Richard Munday
Karen Groat

John Jacobs
Christina Archbold
Debra Low

John Holgate
Patricia Watson

Jp Anderson

Doug Connell
Karen Mcclelland
Margaret Martin
Csaba Pasko
Barbara Jedrzejczyk
Viv Andrew

Sarah

Emma Forbes
Julia Giggle

Denise Alexander
Stuart Hepburn
Terry Cuthbert-dickinson
Sharmini Ramasami
Chris Booth
Deborah Langstaff
Susan Munro
Nicola Hay

Joanne Stewart
Graeme Scott

Paul Lingard

Fiona Lingard
Sharon Hoskins
Tendresse Limited
Jennifer Morrison
Emma Mason
Isabella Morris
India Faulds

Evelyn Wang
Felicity Nightingale
Elaine Carter-walker
Sinclair Williamson
Gillian Scott

Donna Auld

Claire Bruce

Paul Baxter

Susan Virtue

Chris Higginson
David Morris
Daphne Jackson

Irene H Fentiman
Kerry Turton
Damien O'looney
Sally Rutkowska
Eve White

Laura Flett
Thomas Watt
Helen Colleran
Julie Schinkel
Alan Mackinnon
Denise Heddle
Jemma Mckinlay
David Nixon

Paul Kelly
Yvonne Boyle
Lesley Hinde

Paul Harrison
Lady Fraser
Armando Farago
Grant Macdonald
Oliver Hughes



